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THE IMPORTANT POXWELL MANOR TRESTLE TABLE. EARLY 16TH
CENTURY. CIRCA 1500.
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THIS MONUMENTAL TABLE IS A REMARKABLE SURVIVOR, ITS REPRESENTS THE
EARLIEST FORM OF ENGLISH DINING TABLE AND MAYBE COMPARED TO
DEPICTIONS OF SIMILAR TABLES OF THE LATE MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPTS. IT HAS
A SINGLE PLANK OF OAK TOP OF 12 FEET LONG X 41" WIDE X 3.5"” THICK. THE
TOP STANDS ON TWO OPENWORK ELM TRESTLE SUPPORTS IN THE FORM OF
FLYING BUTTRESSES. WONDERFUL COLOUR AND PATINATION.
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PROVENANCE- ORIGINALLY THE TABLE CAME FROM CERNE ABBEY WHICH OWNED POXWELL MANOR AND THE TABLE WAS
TAKEN TO POXWELL MANOR AT THE TIME OF THE DISSOLUTION UNDER HENRY VIII, IT REMAINED IN THE HENNING /
TRENCHARD FAMILY UNTIL THE 1970s WHEN THE PRESENT OWNERS BOUGHT THE MANOR.

In the middle ages, Poxwell or Pokeswell (the name being derived from Puck’s Well), was a possession of Cerne Abbey.
Following the Abbey’s dissolution it was granted by Queen Elizabeth to Thomas Howard of Lulworth and Bindon. He sold it to
John Henning, a merchant from Poole, who built the house circa 1600. His son became Sheriff of Dorset in 1609. The property

belonged to the Hennings until 1695 when it passed by marriage to the Trenchards family of Lytchett Matravers and Wolverton
and remained in the ownership



of their descendents until its sale
in 1977. It is understood that King George Il visited the house on a number of occasions when visiting Weymouth. The
renowned author Thomas Hardy used the Manor as Oxwell Hall in “The Trumpet Major*
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Dimensions:

Height: 31.5 inches (80.0 cms)
Width: 41 inches (104.1 cms)
Length: 144 inches (365.8 cms)
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